A2/19,2897 1022 2484538 MaIN STREET PRIWTERS

LLAST CHANCE CAT SANCTUARY, INC.

2113 Walter Road
Bilings, MT 59108
{4067 248-23388

eamail o e
Februan 19, 2007 FOR HOUSE AG COMMITTEE - TUESDAY. FEB. 20, 2007

To  Montana House of Represematives Ap Committes Momibers
RE HB 720 and HB 720

We salute vou! Al last something 15 bemng presented at a State level addressing “hrooding/setling  standards and
“housing” sandards for anunals HOWEVER. as members and Directors/Officers of a non-profit. 30 (K3 bumane
orgamzaton {simnce 1999), we woudd bike 1o see these types of “standards™ applving o ALL compamon ammals, not

fust dogs. and hovsing standards need to be addressed to apply 1o ALL companion anumal hovsiny facilities. not just
1o " Brooders

We assume by reading the HB 720 that it was writien 1o primarihy address concems pertaming 10 “Puppy Mill™ tvpe
brouding operations. That's ali well and good, "Puppy Mills™ nesd to be shut down all together  Howover the
“backvard” and “designer” breeders are posing just as great a problem with poor quality and uhhealthy puppies bong
producad (and we might add. wis 10 mam of them)

We applavd and support vour cfforts i tis Bill introduction. We sincerdly hope it “flaes ™. but broadening the scope
and applicabiliiv 15 very fucessan t briog Moncana into the 217 Century with regards to antmal care, conrrol and
protecton

lo our communits of Bithngs. MT and Yelowstone County (as well as the surrounding nural arcas). 1t 1s very cleas
that the pubbic wants o have sheltenng/rescoe organizations (and thewr facilities) as alternattves to the tradiional
mamicipal shelters  Thushy. many “Rescue”™. “Adoption”, and/or “Shelering” groups and individuals have spruag up
vver the tast 5-10 wears Tt has beon difficult to conduct legitimate business operations m a state which has absolutels
ac standards or ywdeiings regarding comparion animal housing, health care or re-hommg  Qur organizabion and
others need and would weleome having such state standacds established. We have bere w Billings Y ellov stone
County secently ostablished an Amimal Care and Control Co-Op. One of our goals s to satablish standards and
gurdcines for the housing, health care and re-horming of companton anumals s the consensus of the Team Leathers
mvolved with this Co-Op that these tvpes of standards and guidelines should be State Mandated.

What is equally disturbing 15 that the majonty of the counties 1 Montana do not eveli recognize Caty as Conmpanion
Anunals. nor do they even “deal” with cats through animal control departments or personnel  Thus non-recogmuion
andvor non-classification is tadicrous i view of the fact that cats have out-numbered dogs by at least 3 4 or S to
margin coming through our organization’s Spay/Neuter Clinics. You mary wish to chgck with any roumcipal sheker
or other shelterng el (o sue how many cats vs dogs come through those facbiies. For the last 3 vears that we
kiow of cats have been the number one companion animal (pet) of chotce I the United States. There are over 90
Midhior: companion (ownesdj cats an the Unated Stages. and census studses have suggesied that possibhy another Y0
aulhon cais exist. covsistng of the rural “harn” cats, andvor feral colones (managed or unmanaged). 1uis the un-
managed cat colones which pose the greatest hagsrds to huiman public bealth For any County. Mumcipahits or State
10 pot constder the cat as a companion anumal of not “deal’” with cats due to non-classification s not jastifiable nor
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defensabie. hhh@:'ﬁmMmmmmmmxkﬂsmmmmmmimmmk his NOT
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With regards (o HB 726. We whole heartedly support the purposes for wivch this Bill is introduced to address.
Compasion snimals and Service snimals should be included in any disaster/evacuation plan(s).

Camnpanion asimal bosrding in its extreme fooms is roost definitely a unique: foro of Aniral Cruclty, and

needs to be addressed, which does this Bill. We do bolieve, and studies have proven out, vhat “sick minds” cormnit
mwmm,uﬂmmwhwwmmmmmmmamm
evaluation/testing, because studies have shown that many “animsl hoarders™ can be highly educated and/or arbculate
mmkmwmwﬁmﬁm”mmm“mwmmwmm. Animal
hoarders should be required to undergo treatment(s) as may be suggested by such specialized evaluation/testing,

Wewmmmmmmmwmwmmmwmmofm
cruelty. Chnxgeswiﬁmm!tipkmm(mmmm)nndsmmoffmscs(mnmgatmyﬁ:mwmaﬁma
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as those imposed under 45-8-210 2) M.C.A. We aluo foel that in counties where Animal Cruelty charges bave bom
nmmmrwwmwm*mpmmmmmdmmwmmm

. other crime commutted in histher jurisdiction. pmmmmmuummmmmmgmmmu
Bocause the victims of these crimes have 5o voices with which to offer testimony, thes the evidenoe and testimony of
animal care professionals and bumsn mental besith professionals must he viewsd and taken gericasly.

Thank you 1o all Ag Cotwnittes mernbers and the Bill draflers for the introduction of these legislations and thank you
for teking the time to rend ow laput.
R@octmlly, - o - y

MaryAnn Wegner, Secretary/T reasurey . / ’
Last Chance Cat Sanctuary, bnc.

TO SAVE LIFES AND KEDUCE THE NUMBER OF HOMELESS PETS,
PLEASE, HAVE YOUR PET SPAYED OR NEUTERED!

S0L{CK3) Orgenization, all contribations se tduicie,




